Dear M. Quenther:

Thank you for your statenent nade before the M ssissippi
Ri ver Commi ssion during the public neeting held in St. Louis,
M ssouri, on August 15, 2003. In your statenment you specifically
addressed issues relative to the Upper M ssissippi River-lllinois
Waterway (UMR I WA System Navigation Feasibility Study and the
M ssouri River Master Manual.

The UVR-1 WV System Navi gati on Study has been restructured
to give equal consideration to fish and wildlife resources and
navi gation i nprovenent planning consistent with recomrendati ons
fromthe National Research Council and the Federal Principals
G oup. The primary goals are to reduce or elim nate comrerci al
traffic delays and inprove the national and regi onal econom c
condi tions, while restoring, protecting, and enhancing the
environnent. The study team continues to work very closely with
t he basin stakehol ders to ensure the devel opnent of a bal anced
set of tentative alternative plans. Please refer to the study
website (http://ww2. mvr.usace.army.ml/unr-iwwsns/), especially
the “Newsletter and Status Reports” section, for regular study
updates and additional clarification on a nunmber of study topics
and issues. The full econom c and environnental eval uations
necessary to support a potential recommendation for construction
of navigation inprovenents and inplenentati on of ecosystem
restoration neasures were conpleted in Cctober 2003. These
tentative alternative plans were presented at a series of public
neetings in COctober 2003 (see |atest Newsletter for dates, tinmes,
and | ocations) in order to gain public input prior to making a
final recommendation. The final feasibility report is currently
schedul ed for conpletion in 2004.
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Regardi ng the M ssouri River Master Water Control Plan, the
Corps has not identified a preferred plan. The Commi ssion has
recei ved testinony and correspondence expressi ng concern about
proposed nodifications and the potential for resulting |ow fl ows
on the Mssissippi River. The Corps’ objective in its Mssouri
Ri ver operations is to inplenent a water control plan that neets
t he contenporary needs of the M ssouri River Basin, serves the
Congressional Iy authorized project purposes, conplies with
environnental |aws including the Endangered Species Act, and
fulfills responsibilities to Federally recogni zed Tri bes. There
are a myriad of conplex operational and resource managenent i ssues.



Upriver interests want high, stable | ake |evels to address
recreation, irrigation, and hydropower needs. Environnental
interests seek a hydrograph that nore cl osely approximtes the
nat ural hydrograph of the M ssouri River. Downriver interests
(bel ow t he dams) support different flow regimes for conmercia
navi gation, flood protection, rmunicipal water supply, and thernal
gener ati on.

The Corps is currently engaged in exam ning adjustnments to
the Modified Conservation Plan (MCP) and is conducting numerous
nodel runs that elimnate the “fixed trigger” and “negative storage
check” features of the MCP. Modeling of these adjustnments to the
MCP was requested by the M ssouri River Basin Association (MRBA)
and i ncludes the concerns expressed by the State of M ssouri
The MRBA has indicated they have no objection to nodification of
the MCP alternative to elimnate these features, provided the
drought storage target of 42.7 mllion acre-feet for a drought
simlar to the one experienced in the 1980's as defined in its
original 1999 recommendati on

The Conmmi ssion appreciates receiving your comments and wil |
be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public meetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssi on



